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These 12 preludes for piano soloist were written over the last 20 years, from 
first works (# 9: 1980) to recent (# 6:2001).  
 
They are called “transparent” because they are composed in a way that 
allows two pianists to perform the entire work according to the “layered” 
instructions on each piece. The performer can also choose to alternate solo 
and 2-piano versions, though they are not meant to be performed 
comparitavely (#6:2-pianos following #6:solo piano version) 
 
The COMPOSITE SCORE is available if the performer wants to view the 
actual result of the “layered” versions. “Transparent” describes how these 
works fold back or leaf over each other as in a montage from the visual arts 
of painting, photography and film.  
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T r a n s p a r e n t  P r e l u d e s 
 

SCORE INSTRUCTIONS for layered performance 
corresponding to 2014 CD Release versions 

 
 

 
1 LAYERED 

 
Piano 2 begin 
Piano 3 begins on M.1 Beat 3 
Piano 1 begin on M.1 Beat 4 
 
Piano 2 : at M. 36 fade al niente through M. 37. 
HOLD silent until CUE FROM Piano 1: 
 
Pianos 1 & 3 continue through M. 68, HOLD at M.69  
AT M. 69, Piano 1 CUES Piano 2 to begin M. 70. 
 
ENTRANCE SEQUENCE: 
M. 70: Piano 2 begins: 
Piano 3 Begins M.70 between beats 2-3 of Piano 1 
(equivalent dotted eighth rest from beat 1) 
Piano 3 Begins M. 70 after beat 2 of Piano 1 M. 71. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
Piano 2 pauses after 87-91 played rubato poco a poco. 
 
Piano 2 plays 103-105   (pause)   M. 108-110 HOLD (con pedale) 
Piano 3 and Piano 1 follow Piano 2, respectively 
P.2 stops at 110. HOLD (con pedale) 
 
P. 1 continues though end, CUEING Pianos 2 & 3 for successive  
entry of M. 112 after beginning M. 112, slowly. 
 
M. 112 is played in close, unmeasured canon, each player  
repeating M. 112 3 times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LAYERED PRELUDES 2 & 10 

 
 

Pianos 1 & 2 perform M. 1-56 of Preludes 2 & 10, simultaneously 
 
M.58-65: Piano 1 solo (P. 2 tacet until M. 66) 
 
M. 66 Piano 2 joins P. 1 as per M. 66 of Solo Prelude 10. 
 
Strong Tempo Unison at M. 82, through end (M.107) 
 
 
 
===================================================== 
 

LAYERED PRELUDES 3 & 7 
 

Performed by P.1 & P.2, as written in solo versions. 
 
 
 
====================================================== 
  

LAYERED PRELUDE 5 
 

P. 1 plays M. 1-49 as written in solo version of Prelude 5. 
P. 2 plays M. 50-98 as written in solo version of Prelude 5. 
 
 
 
====================================================== 
 

LAYERED PRELUDE 6 
 

Piano 1 plays M. 1 -30 
P.2         plays M. 1-30 as a canon (delayed by 5 eighth notes) 
 
AT M. 31: 
P. 1 continues M. 31-76  
P. 2 plays M. 106-150 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

LAYERED PRELUDE 8 
 
 

Piano 1 plays M. 1-31 as written in solo version of Prelude 8. 
P. 2        plays M. 32-62 as written in solo version of Prelude 8. 
 
 
====================================================== 
 

LAYERED PRELUDE 9 
 

Piano 2 plays M. 1-14 espressivo. 
 
HOLD 
 
BOTH RE-ENTER TOGETHER: 
P.2 plays Layered Part M.16-36. Steady, non-rubato (CUE P.1 STOP at M. 
34) 
P. 1 plays M.1-16, doubling at 8va, stopping on CUE from P.2 
 
 
====================================================== 
 

12 PIANOS LAYERED 
 

12 Pianos perform from Preludes 1,2,10,3,7,5,11 
 
 
====================================================== 
 

LAYERED PRELUDE 11 
 

Piano 1 plays entire piece. 
P.2 enters at M. 12, following the rubato tempo of P. 1  
(chords will fall in and out of unison rhythmically) 
 
 
====================================================== 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

LAYERED PRELUDE 12 
 

FOLLOW and EXAGGERATE WAVES OF DYNAMICS & RUBATO 
FROM  EACH PLAYER. 

 
Piano 1 begins.  
 
PIANO 1  
CUE P. 2 at 4th eighth note of M.1. 
CUE P. 3 at 4th eighth note of M. 2. 
 
P. 2 enters on CUE, playing from M. 2 
P. 3 enters on CUE, playing from M. 2 
 
ALL HOLD con pedale at M. 59 - beat 1, then continue al fine with same 
delayed entry sequence:  
 
(Piano 1, 2,  3. enter successively, within 1-2 bars time.) 
 
====================================================== 
 

12 PIANOS  -  CODA 
 
12 pianists, all playing softly, repeat material below for total duration of 
about 1 minute. 
 
Slight pause between repeats. 
 
 
 
Piano 1:  Prelude 1: M.112      (rubato, vary tempo pp) 
P. 2:         Prelude 1: M.112      (rubato, vary tempo pp) 
P. 3.         Prelude 1: M.112      (rubato, vary tempo pp) 
P. 4:       Prelude 5 - M. 36      (non-rubato, p) 
P. 5:         Prelude 5 - M. 85      (non-rubato, p) 
P. 6:         Prelude 10: M. 107  (rest 1 bar, between repeats) 
P. 7:         Prelude 2: M. 107    (rest 2 bars, between repeats) 
P. 8:         Prelude 1: M.109 - 112   (non-rubato, p) 
P. 9:         Prelude 1: M.109 - 112   (non-rubato, p) 
P. 10:      Prelude 10: M. 1-6  (rubato, vary tempo pp) 
P. 11:      Prelude 2: M. 1-6    (rubato, vary tempo pp) 
P. 12:      Prelude 2: M. 1-3    (rubato, vary tempo pp) 
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Prelude 1 
For for Gloria Kryszak

                   LAYERED:  2 Pianists:
     PIANO 1 Performs in 'unison' 8va higher
At m. 92, each player alternates 2-bar phrases
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from film score "Hamlet"(Sven Gade:1927)

Expressive, with variation in attack and dynamic,not mechanical

(slight overlap)

(Not a Layered Prelude)
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Prelude 5  
LAYERED: 2 PIANO: Piano II begins at m. 50through end. Piano I begins at m.2 ,stopping Piano II at bar 49
                                                         (solo version plays entire piece)
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AS SOLO:      perform entire piece
AS 2 PIANO: PIANO 1  =  m.  1-75
                        PIANO 2  = m.76-150
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(soloist perfroms entire piece:bars 1-62)
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           Prelude 9 Solo Piano
"Counting the Garden Like Cattle"
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                         Prelude 9 
(Skip these three pages if solo performance)
   If performed as duo, Piano 2 performs this part 
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Prelude 12
                                LAYERED: 
                 2 Players perform entire piece
molto rubato and with extreme dynamic expression
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Prelude 5   Layered

[Composer]

AS SOLO: perform entire piece
AS DUET: Piano II begins at Bar 50 through end 
                   Piano I ends with Piano II at bar 49
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Prelude 6 Layered 
PIANO 1:Bars 1 - 76    from solo score
PIANO 2:Bars 77-150  from solo score
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accel -------- ritard

              Prelude 9        Layered
                 (same as solo score)
   If performed as duo, Piano 2 performs this part 
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